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EDITORIAL 
Mercy—Not Magic 


Commenting on Micah 7.19, Calvin reminds us 
that the mercy of God is “the true logic of religion.” 
In religion we look to God to take us under His 
wing and control us. On the other hand magic is 
the notion that man can control God. With Tenny- 
son, religion cries, 


Merit lives from man to man 
But not, O God, from man to Thee. 


God has graciously given us conditional promises, 
but let us not try to turn them into magic and use 
them as though God were in the red to us and as 
though we could force His hand. Let us be faithful 
in our tithes and offerings—but not use our giving 
to tell the Almighty what He must do. 


God has graciously given us the means of grace, 
the Word, the sacraments, and prayer. Let us use 
the means He has ordained, for the sheep will only 
gather as they hear the Voice of the Good Shepherd. 
The banner He has given us to lift is not a new 
banner, but the old banner of His Word. Yet as we 
lift that God-breathed Word let us do so with con- 
fession of our own sins and shortcomings; not in the 
assumption that we are believing so completely and 
preaching so eloquently that God has got to bless 
us—not in the complacency that says since I have 
prayed so earnestly God has got to answer, yes. 


As we apply the means of grace to ourselves let us 
do so with fear and trembling (Phil. 2. 12-13), 
knowing that there is no ground for one whit of 
confidence in ourselves, confessing that we live of 
grace, that all our hope is in Christ’s obedience and 
suffering for us ... . that all our confidence is in 
this: It is God that worketh in us to will and to do 
of His own purpose to save us. 


Let us do whatever God leads us to do in the 
current campaign for the Negro work of the As- 
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sembly, and whatever we can to ease the tensions 
caused by color among us. But let us not assume 
that our doing so gives us the right to dictate to the 
Most High that He must do so and so for us. 


Take whatever stand His Word and His Spirit 
move you to take on the doctrine of the Millenium, 
on the issue of church union, and on ecumenicity; 
but when you have acted as you shall give account, 
do not tell the Lord that you have done so nobly, 
therefore He must bless you. 


In all these and other matters we are only un- 
profitable servants. When we have done all, we 
have only done our duty. And with the sin and self- 
ishness and meanness within, who has truly done his 
all? Who but Jesus, in Whom alone we have a plea 
at the throne of Grace. —W.C.R. 


A Protest On Profanation 


A Communication Sent To The Governor 
Of The State Of Texas And To The Mayor 
Of Austin By R. F. Gribble, D.D. 


‘The Press, the Radio, and the Television, together 
with store displays and personal advertising, com- 
bine to inform the public of superb and unparalleled 
entertainment,—the National Championship Sports 
Car Races, thrilling events and famous drivers of cars, 
dances by helicopters, prizes of valuable autos, at- 
tractions that bid for attendance from far and near, 
with one hundred thousand people expected and tens 
of thousands of motor-cars, sponsored by the Berg- 
strom Field Military Authorities, the Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce, the Austin TradesCouncil et al, 
extending from 9 A. M. to 6 P. M.—and all on the 
LORD'S DAY!! What! April 12th, Sunday? Can 
this be possible! On the Holy Day? 


Have we forgot the rock whence we were hewn, 
the pit whence we were digged? Our American Re- 
public originated in the fear of God and the observ- 
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ance of the Ten Commandments. And its distinctive 
features, its remarkable history, its priceless heritage 
and living hope;—all root back in the principles of 
the Bible and the Laws of God. Surely none can be 
ignorant of such facts. 


If there were no Christian community, no 
Churches, no Bible, no Ten Commandments; if 
America were pagan with no history inextricably in- 
wrought with ideals and principles of Biblical moral- 
ity accepted by the civilized world as the acme of 
proper conduct, then this affair would be under- 
standable. But this is America, not Russia. Under 
the professedly Godless and anti-religious US.S.R.., 
none would be surprised. But for a supposedly Chris- 
tian mation, such things are preposterous! And 
nothing can make them right: not one hundred 
thousand attendants; not the City Council; not the 
U. S. Military Authorities; not the violated con- 
science of recreant Christians; nobody, nothing! 

Of course, we are not able to legislate morals: we 
can refuse to foment disrespect for the Lord’s Day. 
Those who promote, those who permit, such flagrant 
violations, such wholesale nullification of Divine 
Law,.are, however unintentionally, playing into the 


_ hands of all lawless folk, are encouraging disrespect 


for righteousness, and if not abetting the enemy, are 
certainly not helping thus to defend our land against 
its implacable foes. For here we are, mired deep in 
conflict with a diabolical adversary, anti-God, anti- 
Bible, anti-moral. And with all proper awe and the 
profoundest of gratitude for the H-bomb and for the 
incalculable advantage of the Air Forces’ latest pro- 
ducts, be it known and acknowledged that the only 
matchless secret weapon, the one sure armament, is 
the recognition of God and obedience to His Holy 
Laws. This is but history's verdict. And the Ten 
Commandments, as all men should know, are the 
original Bill of Rights guaranteeing certain funda- 
mental and inalienable blessings to all who accept 
and observe them as basal to life, liberty and the pur- 
suit of happiness. Any other course, we assuredly 
believe, is not only contrary to our religion, but sub- 
versive of our welfare and unworthy of our heritage. 
The Ten ee are one: who breaks one, 
is guilty of all. Liberty, our invaluable possession, is 
the daughter of the fear of God, realized by obedi- 
ence to Him. Yet comes now this Saturnalian Sun- 
day in the name of “one million dollars a month 
business,” of material prosperity, of sweet charity.— 
God save the mark! We are all for Bergstrom, but 
for nothing at such a price!! 


And is there not protest? Where is the voice of 
the higher patriotism? Where are the Chaplains to 


the Forces? And where are the Christians of Austin? 
And all citizens concerned for the true spiritual in- 
rerests of this fair City, and in the light of eternity? 
Where the Ministers of the Gospel? Does none 
care? Is there no voice upraised? Is the Day no 
longer paid even token reverence? Grim irony: we 
read that Church “services” will be held on the 
grounds for all who care to attend! “When ye 
spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from 
you .... Iniquity and the solemn meeting’. 


Let Sunday go and we are not far from letting go 
revealed religion. And when we allow revealed re- 
ligion to fade out, we are striking hands with Com- 
munism! Sunday, April 12th! and if there should 
come a great deluge, with winds and lightning and 
hail, be sure that the most disappointed one of all 
will be the Devil himself. . . . in the name of God, 
here is protest. 


Needed—A Bath 


‘Be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord.” 
(Isaiah 52:11). 


The Bible has many references to cleanliness; 
physical cleanliness, ceremonial cleanliness and most 
important of all, that inward cleanliness of soul 
and spirit, without which a Christian finds himself 
handicapped in either living or witnessing as a 
Christian. 


While it is true that God has demanded clean 
hands and hearts in them that serve him as priests 
and ministers, this obligation no less rests on all 
Christians everywhere. 


This is not a superficial, outward, physical question, 
although there are those who make their estimate of 
people, even Christians, by their outward appear- 
ance, forgetting that “The Lord seeth not as man 
seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looketh on the heart.’ 


The cleanliness which God commands of His 
children is a matter of having to do with thought, 
word and deed. 


Our thoughts—How our hearts condemn us as 
we stop and realize how often we permit our 
thoughts to be unclean. The story is told of a man 
who claimed to have invented a camera which took 
pictures, not of the face but of the heart. Never 
could he find an individual who would face such 
exposure. Impure thoughts are an evidence of the 
evil so much a part of our nature, but it is not 
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Ged’'s will that we should continue to harbor and 
even to welcome them. 


Our words—Nlany who have no smiting of con- 
science over evil thoughts nevertheless admit that 
unclean and impure language is taboo. But, even 
among Christians, one may fall into the habit of 
passing on jokes and suggestive conversations which 
are unworthy of our profession. 


Our deeds—Even less will the average Christian 
participate in overt acts of uncleanness. But we all 
need to be in constant watch, for Satan is active and 
diabolically clever and he tempts where we are least 
prepared to resist him. | 


Admitting the necessity for cleansing, is there 
some way whereby we may become clean and pure 
in God’s sight ? Of course there is. 


David, after his sin, cried out to God to create 
in him a clean heart. God's regenerating work in 
our hearts is a work of creation and He can and 
does do this work for those who come to Him in 
faith. 


Our Lord, speaking to his disciples, said: “Now 
ye are clean through the word which | have spoken 
unto you. (God's Word, as a mirror, shows us the 
sin in our hearts and lives and brings us to our 
knees in confession and repentance. 


John tells us: “Jf we confess our sins, he is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.” By this we see that 
recognition and confessing of sin is a necessary step 
in receiving forgiveness and cleansing. 


John also tells us: “The blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanseth us from all unrighteousness,” 
while the writer of the Hebrews says: “How much 
more shall the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, 


purge your conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God?” 


The Bible makes it clear that clean hands and 
a pure heart are the supernatural work of a loving 
God to Whom we come through faith in the shed 
blood of His Son, and we are kept clean by the in- 
filling and indwelling of the Holy Spirit. It is a 
simple formula—cleansing first, then filling—and 
there is no other. 


“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall 


see God.” —L.N.B. 


The Holy Spirit 


Seven Cardinal Points 


A wide spread experience in our spiritual knowl- 
edge and reality is the following. We have thought 
of the Father as God and His preeminence in the 
Old Testament, along with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. We have likewise, found the Son, Jesus our 
Saviour, to be God and preeminent in the Gospels 
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along with the, Father and the Spirit. Have we found 
the Holy Spirit to be God, in just the same, identical 
sense with the Father and the Son and preeminent 
in the Acts and the church since Pentecost along 
with the Father and the Son? 


1. The Holy Spirit is God. Ps. 104:30; Ps. 
139:1-10; Ro. 8:1-17 (See above). 


2. The Holy Spirit is the Author and Interpreter 
of the Bible. Acts 28:25; 2 Pe. 1:20-21. 


The Holy Spirit moved upon and through those 
that wrote the Bible so completely that we can de- 
clare and know it to be the Word of God, the in- 
fallible rule of faith and practice and the only in- 
fallible rule. Only as He illumines our minds can 
we enter into its spiritual treasures. 


3. The Holy Spirit is first “with you” and then 
“in you.” John 14:17. 


The Holy Spirit is with us wherever we may be, 
for He now indwells our bodies as His temples. | 
Cor. 3:16; 6:19-20. 


4. The Holy Spirit gives believers the certitude 
of adoption into God's family. Ro. 8:15; John 
1: 12-13. 


In Ro. 8:14-17 we find the Holy Spirit saying in 
the hearts of believers, born-again ones, “Yes, you 
are the Sons of God, He is in a real, eternal sense 
your Father, you have the right to call him ‘Abba, 
that is ‘Father.’ ” 


5. The Holy Spirit is our teacher in all spiritual 
things. John 14:26. 


Spiritual things are only spiritually. discerned. We 
are entirely dependent on Him for His enabling 
power so that our minds may receive and believe 
spiritual values and truths. (See I. Cor. 2:9-14). 


6. The Holy Spirit is our Intercessor. Ro. 8:26. 


The unutterable pleadings of the Holy Spirit in 
our behalf avail, when we may be unconscious of 
His intercessions but desperately dependent upon 
them. 


7. The sin against the Holy Spirit is unforgiv- 
able. Mr. 12:31-32. Why, unpardonable? Because 
only the Holy Spirit can give the new birth which 
is essential to salvation. If we therefore finally shut 
the door in His face there can be no hope. 


S. McPh. G. 


Hope: A Topic For The Soul 
(Psalms 42 And 43) 
Sometimes we go to the doctor and he says, You 


need a tonic; you are all run down. (Now-a-days, 
he will give you a shot). 


The soul of David needed a tonic. He was thirsty 
for God, panting with thirst, and God seemed to 
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have forgotten him. His soul was cast down within 
him; he had a bad case of “blues.” Three times he 
asks the question, Why art thou cast down, O my 
soul? 


Discouragement is one of our worst, and most 
common, ailments. It is also one of Satan's favorite 
and most effective weapons. The great enemy of 
our soul, the disturber of our peace, cunningly sug- 
gests, Where is thy God? 


The cure for spiritual depression is HOPE; hope 
in God. Hope is splendid medicine, but it must be 
REAL HOPE, based on a solid foundation. Hope 
deferred, or hope that fails to materialize makes the 
heart sicker than ever. It is like “dope” that deadens 
pain but does not heal the disease, and leaves~ us 
worse off instead of better. 


Hope in men often leads to nothing but disap- 
pointment and greater discouragement. We have 
high hopes that some man, or set of men, or some 
scheme of men, will settle our problems and bring 
peace and happiness to our troubled world. Many 
people placed their hope on the United Nations, 
only to be sadly disillusioned. 


“Hope thou in God.” God's Character is a guar- 
antee that we will not be disappointed. His mar- 
velous performances in the past back up this guaran- 
tee. His Promises are “exceedingly great and pre- 
cious” because we know that He always keeps His 
Word. Hope in God is the tonic our sick souls need. 


It is also the Tonic that a sick world needs. If we 
will turn from our wicked ways and trust Him, we 
can have such a Hope. It must be a Hope based 
upon God as revealed in Christ as Saviour and Lord. 
Here is the medicine that a sick and discouraged and 


helpless world must have. 
P. 


“T Will Come 
Again” 


There is such a tremendous area of agreement 
between those who hold the a-millenial and the 
pre-millenial viewpoints that it is tragic that this 
is lost sight of in a vigorous defense of a particular 
position by its own specific advocates. 


The central and all-important matter to be de- 
cided is whether the multiplied statements of the 
Scriptures that Christ will return to this world 
are true. If Christians can agree on this all-impor- 
tant matter then interpretations of what Christ will 
do after His return can be left for study without 
acrimonious debate. 


The pre-millenialist feels strongly that the first 
eight verses of the twentieth chapter of Revelation 
will have a literal fulfilment and that the Bible 
teaches much with reference to the details of our 
Lord’s reign on this earth, 
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The a-millenialist feels with equal assurance that 
the thousand years is a figurative description of the 
fate of Satan, and that the return of our Lord will 
usher in the final scenes of the age and the judg- 
ment to come, 


Pre-millenialists have at times emphasized the 
doctrine of our Lord’s return to the virtual exclu- 
sion of other doctrines. They have also been known 
to hurt the truth they would proclaim by fantastic 
and unwarranted teaching. But, they have unques- 
tionably proclaimed a neglected truth of the Word 
—that our Lord will surely come back again. 


On the other hand the a-millenialist, while af- 
firming his belief in the second coming of Christ, 
remains silent only too often on this doctrine which 
is so clearly taught and on which so much in the 
future depends. There are entirely too many refer- 
ences in the Bible having to do with the fact and 
certainty of His return to leave the subject out of 
one’s teaching and preaching. 


We have the idea that if the a-millenialist will 
vive place in his preaching to the certainty of the 
final denouement—the coming of the Lord of Glory 
—he will find his ministry enriched and his hearers 
will gain a clearer perspective with reference to 
this life, the world, and eternity. 


We also believe that if the pre-millenialist will 
lay more emphasis on the fact of the Lord’s return 
and less on the details of subsequent events he will 
find himself in the happy position of preaching a 
great truth and at the same time placing the em- 
phasis at the point where it is the most needed. 


To that third group—those who do not believe 
that Christ will return to this world in person— 
we would suggest a study of the Word itself, seeing 
who said He would return and what they said. If 
one does not then believe in the certain coming and 
victory of the Lord then the Bible can have little 
factual meaning for such an one. —L.N.B. 


The Ecumenical Churches 
By T. P. Horger, Jr. 


The first ecumenical church was the Jewish 
Church. It was the only church in the world, trom 
Moses to Christ, that we consider as a church, for 
we are not considering paganism in this discussion. 
If the Jewish Church was not ecumenical, as we 
today define ecumenicity, it certainly carried its 
seeds and many of its characteristics. For the sake 
of brevity, we shall not trace Jewish history, but 
point out some of the changes in its development. 


Let us not go back as far as Abraham, a man of 
faith, but begin with Moses. He was certainly a 
man of God. He was given the commandments of 
God, and wrote the first five books of the Old 
‘Testament. Then came and went the prophets. ‘The 
church had the Writings or the Psalms. There 
were godly men during those centuries of develop- 
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ment, but whom did Jesus find in Jewish authority? 
Men of the stamp of Caiaphas and Annas were in 
charge of an organization called the Sanhedrin 
ruled the Jewish Church. It was also called “The 


Council.” 


Well? It failed. Jesus told them that and they 
said He had failed. That was the first ecumenical 
failure. 


The second ecumenical failure was the Roman 
Catholic Church. The seeds of ecumenicity must 
have been carried from the Jewish Church to the 
Apostolic Church. About the second century we 
see the grass of ecumenicity springing up in this 
fashion. The separate Apostolic Churches began to 
establish outpost churches, but kept the authority 
in the mother church. Of course you know about 
dioceses. That is the way they began. Apostles be- 
came bishops, and their authority and importance 
grew in proportion to the number of churches they 
had in their dioceses. Authority, wealth, pride, dic- 
tatorship and wickedness began to grow in these 
dioceses. Dioceses began to consolidate and, after 
a few centuries, the whole thing turned out to be 


the Roman Catholic Church. 


To make a very long story short, the Roman 
Catholic Church became so dictatorial, so oppres- 
sive, so corrupt and so wicked that the Reforma- 
tion had to come. The Roman church had been 
weighed and found wanting;’ it failed, except 
in one respect. They perfected streamlined ecu- 
menicity in the Church. 


Please do not misunderstand me; | believe in co- 
operation among God’s people. I do not believe that 
Jesus prayed in the seventeenth chapter of John 
for “organic union.” 


Here is an opportunity to get without cost 
a leather-bound copy of the TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN. If you have had an 
experience, happy or other- 
wise, in soul winning, tell it in 
a hundred words or less, and 
mail to ANGLERS, care The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. If it is used 
in the ANGLERS series, you 
will receive the Testament 
promptly. (No manuscript re- 
turned unless requested, with return postage). 
The Testament may also be secured by send- 
ing two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2.75. 


© Military Training for Reserve Commissions 


Presbyterian College 
Clinton, S. C. Marshall W. Brown, President 
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ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 6 
Angling—Continued 


A good fisherman does not go slashing around 
indiscriminately. A submarine does not cruise along 
a hundred feet beneath the surface spewing bombs 
upward if haply there might be a target up there 
somewhere. A soul winner locates a prospect, and 
tactfully acquaints himself with the prospect's cir- 
cumstances and his attitude toward life. Usually an 
opening appears quickly, especially if the prospect is 
allowed to do the talking. As the physicians say, 
“the treatment is indicated.” Philip's fishing for the 
Ethiopian treasurer is a fine example—( Acts 8:26- 
39—read it). Prompted by the Holy Spirit to “Go 
near and join thyself to this chariot,” Philip “ran 
thither.” Joining yourself to the prospect's chariot is 
getting yourself, sympathetically, over into his think- 
ing and immediate need. The eunuch was reading 
the prophecy of Isaiah. That gave Philip his (fish- 
ing) line of approach. “Understandest thou what 
thou readest?” Philip asked. “How can I except 
some man show me?” answered the eunuch. It was 
all Philip needed. He accepted the eunuch’s invita- 
tion to sit beside him in the chariot and explain “Of 
whom speaketh the prophet this?” Philip told him 
it was Jesus Christ, the Saviour of men, pointing to 
the Word, and telling him out of his own experience 
and acquaintance with this same Jesus. The result 
was immediate and complete, and Philip baptized 
him there by the roadside. “And he went on his 
way rejoicing.” Who? Why the eunuch, of course; 
but Philip, too, I am sure, in the glad consciousness 
that he had just led a soul to Christ. hy 


Next lesson—some more Angling. 


Below is the prize Angler Story for this week. A 
Testament For Fishers of men has been forwarded 
to the narrator. Now let us have yours. It will 
doubtless help another would-be-fisherman. 


Dear ANGLERS: 


I was at work in the mill. Young man named Joe 
came to me and said, “Jack will you pray for me 
Sunday?” I said, “Sunday? what's wrong with right 
now?” I could see he was troubled, and he volun- 
teered that he was all mixed up and nothing seemed 
to set him straight. We went off to a small corner 
where we could have privacy, and I talked to him 
about the love of God. Then | took out my Testa- 
ment For Fishers of Men, which the Woman's Aux- 
iliary gave me when I graduated from High School, 
and read to him Romans 10:9 & 13 and had him 
read these and other verses. He accepted the prom- 
ises of God right there, and the next Sunday made a 
public profession of his faith in Christ, was baptized 
and received into the church. I see him almost every 
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day and I wish you could see the joy he has in his 


heart. Incidentally, his wife also joined the church 


with Joe. 


(Editor's comment: Here's a case where a fisherman 
carries his “tackle” with him to his work; and the 
“fish” nearly jumped into the boat. Did you notice, 
he used the Holy Spirit and the Word? Rather, 
the Holy Spirit used him and the Word.) 


Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Antediluvians 


(This is the twelfth in a series of articles by 


JI. Talmage, B. E.) 


What Caused The 
Polar Spiralling 


What Caused The Extraordinary 
Oscillations That Embarrassed 
Ante-Diluvians? 


Those old stone-age hunters were living when ice- 
sheets advanced and retreated over northwestern 
Europe, and the earliest farmers were embarrassed 
by changes from rainy to arid climate. Though we 
have discovered that Polar Precession caused the 
oscillations of climate, some one is sure to ask, 
WHAT CAUSED POLAR PRECESSION? Gyro- 
statics informs us that it must have been due to a 
sudden change of the moment of inertia of the earth 
in some way. In what way? The most natural an- 
swer is the rise of a range of mountains. So now our 
search is for a range of mountains that rose just be- 
fore Adam's time. 


From gyrostatic calculations I suspected India as 
the most likely place for the mountain building par- 
oxysm, but how could I be sure? Fortunately some 
scientists interested in prehistory had gone to India 
and other parts of southeast Asia hunting for their 
“apish” ancestors. Among these were Dr. Hallam L. 
Movius, Jr., of Peabody Museum at Harvard and two 
geologists, Dr. T. T. Paterson of England and Dr. 
Hellmut deTerra, also a sort of roving prehistorian. 
The expedition investig@ted the relationship between 
the earliest stone-age hunters of India and the for- 
mer extended glacial advances in the valleys of the 
Himalayas. The report of these able investigators 
also shows that JUST BEFORE THE ADVENT OF 
MAN THERE HAD BEEN A GREAT PAROX- 
YSM OR UPHEAVAL IN THE OUTER HIMAL- 
AYAS. We thus found the paroxysm that caused 
the polar precession that caused the extraordinary 
oscillations that embarrassed ante-diluvian saints and 
sinners. 


As usual the old philosophical bug-bear was 
around, Those ancestor hunters in order to “prove’’ 
their theory of the great age of mankind had placed 
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that mountain-building paroxysm way, way back in 
the middle of the Pleistocene (Ice ages), and not at 
the end where we badly needed it. If those men can 
push the paroxysm far down the geological scale to 
“prove” their theory, why should we not pull it up 
again to satisfy ours? It’s a lot of fun having a sort 
of tug-of-war with a mountain range- These men 
of course found weighty reasons why it should be 
pushed down, and I had to study their 350 page book 
two months before I could find weightier reasons 
why it should be pulled up. 


We have not space to tell what was in that 350 
page book, but I think the idea can be made clear as 
follows:—If we follow the dating of Dr. Movius, 
the last mountain range shot up in the Lower Pleisto- 
cene and the earth wobbled 800,000 years later in 
the Upper Pleistocene (Wisconsin-Wurms time) 
during the ante-diluvian age! WHEW! I doubt 
whether any seminary professor is liberal enough to 
believe this, but when a man gives up the simple 
accounts of the Bible for a package of the “assured 
results” of science, all this is in the package—and a 
lot more even more fantastic. Personally I like to 
know what I am getting. 


My good friend and fellow missionary Dr. J. F. 
Preston offered me a good piece of constructive criti- 
cism, when he insisted that a mere rise of moun- 
tains was too small a mass movement to make the 
earth wobble as much as I claimed the facts demand- 
ed. My answer was that I was absolutely certain the 
earth had wobbled. But just recently I have received 
a book by Dr. F. E. Zeuner (London) who thinks 
that when the pole moves, the crust (50 miles thick) 
slides over the central core of the earth. Dr. R. A. 
Daly of Harvard teaches that when a mountain is 
pushed up, the whole continent back of it sometimes 
slides for miles over the hot fluid layer fifty miles 
down. I thank these men for solving Dr. Preston's 
problem. 


Constructive criticism is valuable, I hope others 
will favor me with it. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR MAY 10 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Paul Under Guard In Rome 


Background Scripture: Acts 25-28; Phi- 
lippians 1:12-14. Devotional Reading: Phil. 
4 :8-13. 


“We know that all things work together for good to them that love God”, says Paul in Romans 8:28. In 


Philippians 1:12-14 he gives similar testimony: “The things which happened unto me have fallen out rather 


unto the furtherance of the gospel; so that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace (throughout the 
whole Praetorian guard) and in all other places, and many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by 
my bonds, are much more bold to speak the Word without fear”. If we will turn back to the Old Testament 


we find Joseph telling his brothers, You meant it for 
evil, but God meant it for good. God often makes 
“the wrath of man to praise-Him”. Many of us, even, 
can look back at some of our experiences and trials 
and say, It was good for me that I was afflicted. In 
Philippians 4:8-13 Paul lets us see the secret of his 
triumphant life: “For | have learned in whatsoever 
state | am, therewith to be content’—"l can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth me”. 


We pass over the balance of chapter 21 and 
chapters 22, 23 and 24. These deal with Paul's ar- 
rest after he had been in Jerusalem but a short time 
and the mob of fanatical Jews had rushed upon him 
and created an uproar, his speech on the stairs after 
the chief captain had rescued him from the mob, his 
claiming protection as a Roman citizen, his defence 
before the council, the plot to kill him by more than 
forty Jews, his being sent to Caesarea by the chief 
captain to protect him from these enemies, and his 
defence before Felix, the Roman governor. While 
he was reasoning of righteousness, temperance, and 
judgment to come, Felix trembled. During this time 
Paul had several splendid opportunities to tell the 
story of his marvellous conversion and bear testimony 
before the people, the courts, and Roman soldiers 
and officials. Felix, to please the Jews, left Paul in 
bonds, and we take up the story from this point in 
our Background Scripture. 


I. Paul's Appeal to Caesar: 


The chief priests and principal men of the Jews 
informed Festus concerning Paul and asked him to 
send Paul to Jerusalem to be tried, lying in. wait to 
kill him. But Festus answered that Paul would be 
kept at Caesarea and told his accusers to come down 
there and he would try the case. They came, and as 
usual, laid grievous complaints against Paul which 
the apostle answered. Then Festus, willing to do 
the Jews a favor, (How often we find this true of 
these weak Roman governors, from Pilate on down), 
asked Paul if he would go up to Jerusalem and be 
judged. The apostle answered, I stand at Caesar's 
judgment seat; I have done the Jews no wrong; I ap- 
peal to Caesar. This was a wise decision on the part 
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of the apostle for there would have been no fair trial 
in Jerusalem, even if he lived to get there. When a 
Roman citizen appealed to Caesar this was the end 
of the matter; there was nothing else for the gover- 
nor to do but send him to Rome; Hast thou appealed 
unto Caesar? unto Caesar shale thou go. 


ll. The Trial Before Agrippa: 
25:13-26:32 


Agrippa and Bernice came to Caesarea to salute 
Festus, and he told them of Paul, “a certain man left 
in bonds by Felix”. When they were all assembled 
on the morrow he related something of the matter, 
closing with these words, “Of whom I have no cer- 
tain thing to write unto my lord. Wherefore I have 
brought him before you, ard specially before thee, 
OQ king Agrippa, that after examination had, I might 
have somewhat to write. For it seemeth to me un- 
reasonable to send a prisoner, and not withal to 
signify the charges laid against him”. 


Chapter 26 gives us Paul's eloquent defence be- 
fore this tribunal and these Roman dignitaries. It 
is a magnificent and moving appeal as well as a de- 
fence. He reviews his early life and character as one 
of the strictest of the Pharisees. Then he tells of: his 
mad persecution of Christians, his sudden and spec- 
tacular conversion while on the road to Damascus, 
his commission from his new Master to be a minister 
and a witness for Christ and the gospel. Wherefore, 
O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the 
heavenly vision. Then he tells of the hatred of the 
Jews and their determination to kill him. He was 
speaking with so much eloquence and feeling that 
Festus interrupted, saying, Paul, thou art beside thy- 
self; much learning doth make thee mad. He replies 
to Festus and then turns to Agrippa; “King Agrippa, 
believest thou the prophets? I know that thou be- 
lievest”. Then Agrippa said to Paul, Almost thou 
persuadest me to be a Christian. There are several 
ways of translating this, and many different interpre- 
tations as to the meaning, and whether the king was 
in earnest. I believe that he was deeply moved by 
Paul’s speech. One thing we do know; after dis- 
cussing the whole case among themselves, they came 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


— 


| 


to this conclusion; This man doeth nothing worthy of 
death or of bonds, and Agrippa said to Festus, This 
man might have been set at liberty, if he had not 
appealed to Caesar. This was the unanimous verdict 
of these judges, and evidently Paul made a deep im- 
pression on them. 


lll The Voyage Toward Rome: 27 


On this voyage we know that Luke, the writer of 
Acts, was with Paul, for he uses the pronouns, “we™ 
and “us”: also one Aristarchus from Thessalonica. 
‘The centurion, Julius, treated Paul kindly when they 
touched at Sidon, and gave him liberty to go unto 
his friends and refresh himself. Coming to Myra, a 
city of Lycia, the centurion found a ship of Alex- 
andria bound for Italy and put them on board. They 
came to a place called The Fair Havens near the city 
of Lasea. Paul besought them to remain there for 
he perceived that there was going to be much hurt 
to the ship, its cargo, and the men. The centurion 
believed the master and owner of the ship more than 
Paul, however, and so, the harbor being small they 
set sail, hoping to get to Phoenix and there spend 
the Winter. The South wind was blowing softly and 
they loosed anchor. 


It was not long before a storm struck them and 
they were in terrible straits. In this emergency we 
see a striking change take place: Paul, the prisoner, 
becomes the real leader. He has a vision: an angel 
of the Lord stood by him and said, Fear not, Paul: 
thou must be brought before Caesar: and lo, God 
hath given thee all them that sail with thee. Stand- 
ing on that storm-tossed ship, Paul declares his “Con- 
fession of Faith’, as someone has called it: “1 Believe 
God”, and proceeds to cheer up those on board, giv- 
ing them food and speaking words of encouragement 
to them. When the vessel grounded and was broken 
in pieces by the waves, the soldiers’ counsel was to 
kill the prisoners, but the centurion, willing to save 
Paul, kept them from their purpose: and so it came 
to pass that they escaped all safe to land. 


IV. Experience on the Island 
of Melita (Malta) 


The “barbarous” pecple—or rather the “natives — 
showed them unusual kindness, for they kindled a 
fire and received us every one, because of the pres- 
ent rain, and because of the cold. There is some- 
thing connected with verse 3 which I remember from 
my college days. Dr. Alfred Graham was our be- 
loved pastor and one Wednesday evening he spoke 
on this verse at prayer-meeting. “And when Paul 
had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on 
the fire”. I will always remember the simple, but 
very practical lesson he drew from this little incident, 
the lesson that the great apostle, the one man in that 
company who had done most to save them all, was 
just as ready to do his small bit in building the fire 
to keep them warm. 


But there were bigger and more important things 
to be done. First, there was the miraculous escape of 
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Paul from the viper which so astonished the natives, 
and led them to believe that he was a god. Then, the 
chief man of the island, Publius, had a very sick 
father: he was cured and so were many other sick 
people of the island. It was natural that they hon- 
ored them with many honors, and when they de- 
parted, the grateful islanders “laded us with such 
things as were necessary”. I feel sure that this un- 
expected visit by this unknown prisoner was long 
remembered by the people of Malta, for their stay 
of three months had brought untold blessings to them 
all. 1 feel sure, too, that Paul was a good witness 
for his Master, and that his testimony brought forth 
fruit in the days to come. 


V. The End of the Voyage: Paul under 
Guard in Rome: 28:11-31 


They embark again on a ship called “The Twin 
Brothers” and come to Puteoli where they find breth- 
ren and tarry for seven days. Some of the brethren 
too, came to meet them, whom, when Paul saw, he 
thanked God and took courage Here is another small 
occurrence from which we may draw a helpful les- 
son. We ought to be “fellow-helpers” one of anoth- 
er, and if anyone ever needed encouragement just 
then, it was the apostle as he drew near the great city 
of Rome which he had longed to visit. There must 
have been many questionings, and perhaps, misgiv- 
ings, which troubled his heart: How would he be 
received? and how would the gospel be received in 
the world capital? 


As was his invariable custom, he called together 
first the chief men of the Jews and explained to 
them why he was a prisoner and had come to the 
city in this fashion, and why he had appealed to 
Caesar. They replied that they had received no let- 
ters concerning him, or heard any harm about him, 
and expressed a desire to hear him, putting in this 
qualifying phrase: “For as concerning this sect, we 
know that everywhere it is spoken against”. When 
they had appointed a day he presented Jesus to them 
as their Messiah and Saviour. 


And some believed the things which were spoken, 
and some believed not. They agreed not among 
themselves and this led the apostle to quote to them 
the solemn words of Isaiah. He follows up this warn- 
ing by telling them “the salvation of God is sent un- 
to the Gentiles, and that they will hear it”. How true 
these words have proved to be! The great Christian 
Church is composed almost entirely of Gentiles while 
the unbelieving and stubborn Jews continue to hard- 
en their hearts against their Messiah. The condition 
of the Jew is indeed pitiable. The few Jews who 
have had their eyes opened and have accepted Christ 
are among the most consecrated and zealous of His 
followers, but so few have believed. 


The first imprisonment of Paul is very mild, and 
the Book of Acts closes with the statement that for 
two whole years he lived in his own hired house and 
received all who came. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 10 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


What's The Difference? 


WORSHIP SERVICE: 
Hymn: “Draw Thou My Soul, O Christ” 
Invocation 
Hymn: “Rock Of Ages’ 


Announcements 

Scripture: I Thessalonians 3: 1-12 
Prayer 

Offering 


Hymn: “Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross” 
PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


What's the difference? Does it matter what I 
believe? Is what I do really important? Does it 
make any difference where I go, what kind of amuse- 
ments I enjoy? Why bother to be different? It just 
shuts me off from the crowd as somebody who is 
peculiar. Why shouldn't I be a good sport and do 
what everybody else seems to be doing? After all, 
we only live once, and we might as well get the 
most out of life. Does it really matter? Perhaps 
some of you may have ideas on the subject. Let's 
listen to what our first speaker has to say. 


First Speaker 


A lot of people have what they call a “broad” out- 
look on religion, by which they mean that it doesn’t 
make any difference what you believe, just so you 
are sincere. Maybe it makes sense to you, but it 
doesn’t to me. It makes all the difference in the 
world what you believe, and certainly the Bible is 
clear at this point. Peter, in preaching the name of 
Jesus, said, “Neither is there salvation in any other, 
for there is none other name under heaven, given 
among men, whereby we must be saved.” Christ 
didn't beat around the bush. He said, “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life, and no man cometh unto the 
Father but by me.” If there is any other way of sal- 
vation then the Cross is not the “wisdom of God”, 
but is the waste of God; it is not a manifestation of 
God’s love, but of His indifference, because Jesus 
prayed to the Father, “If it be possible . . ."—if there 
is any other way for men to be saved—"let this cup 
pass from me.” God doesn’t offer any promise of 
forgiveness and life apart from the Lord Jesus Christ 
Who shed His blood upon the cross of Calvary for 
the remission of our sins. It seems to me that it 
makes mighty big difference what you believe when 
it’s the difference between life or death, heaven or 
hell. For my part, I'll trust in Jesus. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Well, that seems pretty definite. If we are going 
to accept what the Bible teaches, we'll have to ac- 
knowledge that it makes a difference what we be- 
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lieve, for it plainly says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” But 
this question is also before us: Does it matter what 
I do now that I do believe in Christ? Let’s hear an 
answer for this one. 


Second Speaker 


Of course it makes a difference what we do. I: 
matters a lot to us, to others and to God. If a Chris- 
tian obeys the Lord, the Christian life is a happy 
one, but if there is disobedience, doubt and unhap- 
piness will inevitably follow. Jesus said, “If ye know 
these things, happy are ye if ye do them.” The fav- 
or He shows and the joy He bestows are for them 
who will trust and obey.” “If we say we have fellow- 
ship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do 
not the truth.” There is no joy in the Christian faith 
unless we obey God. Then it matters a lot to others. 
If we say we believe one thing, and do another, no 
one will be inclined to believe that our faith is real. 
We are to be “the salt of the earth,” to sweeten it 
and preserve it from corruption. If we lose our 
“savour” we certainly won't be of any value to the 
world. In fact, what we believe and what we do 
are really so linked together that it is impossible to 
tell where one begins and the other ends. “Faith 
without works is dead.” What we believe will gov- 
ern what we do, for “out of the heart are the issues 
of life!” and what we do will indicate what we are, 
for “by their fruits ye shall know them.” Our faith 
and our conduct will move along together. If we 
believe in Christ, and have owned Him as Lord of 
our lives, then we'll want to do the things that please 
and honor Him, not just on Sunday at Sunday School 
and Church, but in work or play, at home or in 
school. Jesus said, “If you love me, you'll keep my 
commandments.” He cares what we do. It makes a 
difference to us, to others, and to our Saviour. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


That should answer the question for us if our 
minds are open and honest before the Lord. It’s easy 
to get careless in our conduct, unless we are con- 
scious of the difference it makes to everyone con- 
cerned. We never know when someone else is 
watching us, and it is mighty easy to become a 
stumbling block instead of a stepping stone. The 
last question had reference to doing things that in- 
volve real wrong, such as lying, cheating, stealing, 
etc. But how about the matter of our entertainment, 
the places we go, and the amusements we enjoy? Is 
there any question of choice here? Does it really 
make a difference? This question can be a tough 
one, but let’s not dodge it. We'll hear from our last 
speaker on this matter. 
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Third Speaker 


It does make a difference how we spend our time 
even in recreation, for here too our testimony is in- 
volved. This isn’t easy to handle, and each person 
will have to settle the question in his or her own 
mind. We can’t just lump all amusements together 
and say that some are bad and some are good, thus 
drawing the line for everyone. Some things are 
plain. Certainly no Christian would honestly feel 
that it is right to drink, gamble, or do anything of 
an immoral nature. No intelligent person would 
stand up for these things as being right for a Chris- 
tian. But how about dancing? movies? smoking! 
and other things of a similar character which have 
provoked so much discussion? The Bible doesn’t 
speak definitely of these things, but we are not left 
without a standard by which we may determine 
what we should do and where we should go. Very 
simply, we are told to do all things “in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks unto God by Him.” 
What cannot be done in Jesus’ name, with thanks- 
giving to God, is out of bounds for a true Christian. 
“Whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” 


An aged negro in Alabama was asked one day: 
“Are you a Christian?” “Ah can't rightly say dat | 
is, but I's saved.” “Perhaps you didn’t understand 
my question.” “Yassuh, I understood. You axed me 
if Ah is a Christian. I said, Ah can't rightly say that 
I is, but I’s saved. Suh,” and he pointed a wrinkled 
finger at the questioner, “Do you all know what a 
Christian is? A Christian is like Jesus. Is you like 
Jesus. I ain't, but I is saved, and someday I’m gwine 
to be like Him.” . 


The Christian's standard of conduct is Christ. To 
abide in Him is to do what will please Him, and 
to go where He is honored. “Yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me, and the life I now live in the flesh. 
I live by the faith of the Son of God who loved me 
and gave himself for me.” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


The believer's guiding verse should be: “In all chy 
ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct thy 
paths.” He will lead us in paths of righteousness, for 
it makes a difference what we believe, what we do, 
and where we go. Our chief end is to glorify God 
and to enjoy Him forever. May this be the differ- 
ence in all of our hearts.” 


BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 
Fourth Printing, 27th thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
ily available for busy people. Keeps close to 
the Bible. Bible references cited are also 
quoted. 

Prices are low, $3.00 will supply 25 fami- 
lies; $10.00, 100 families. 
Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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“What Difference 
Does It MakeP”’ 
By 1. H. Linton 
A Washington Attorney 


The recently appointed head of Virginia’s pos- 
sibly most famous theological seminary replied a 
few weeks ago to the question of a friend of mine 
whether he believed in the Virgin Birth, “What 
difference does it make?” 


How completely an abandonment of the very 
heart of or, to vary the metaphor, the very founda- 
tion of Christianity this answer-question reveals! 
And how complete an adoption of the Unitarian 
creed! 

If Christ came to earth, or to speak more con- 
sistently with the theory under consideration, was 
born and originated on earth, to set us an example, 
who His father was makes no difference whatever. 
It is the high and helpful example that counts. The 
paternity, which determines the identity and back- 
ground of the one who set the pattern for us to fol- 
low, is irrelevant and unimportant. BUT if Christ 
spoke truly when He said that He did not come to 
be ministered unto but to minister “AND TO 
GIVE HIS LIFE A RANSOM FOR MANY” 
then the paternity, the rank, the deity, the worth 
of the offered ransom is absolutely essential. 


‘No man taketh my life from me. I| lay it down 
of myself. I have power to lay it down and power 
to take it again” would have been absurdly boast- 
ful words in the mouth of the natural born son of 
Joseph the carpenter. They were regal “words of 
truth and soberness”’ on the lips of the Son of God, 
‘who being the brightness of His glory and the ex- 
press image of His person and upholding all things 
by the word of His power when He had Himself 
purged our sins sat down on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high’”—the God-man who made them 
yood by rising from the dead “the third day accord- 
ing to the Scriptures.” 


“What difference does it make’ the students of 
this historic old seminary will doubtless be asked 
whether Christ was “conceived by the Holy Ghost,” 
as they will soon be leading their congregations in 
publicly declaring, or begotten by a human father. 
If only an example, none. If to die as “the Lamb 
of God who taketh away the sins of the world,” 
whether He was the natural born son of a man or the 
eternally begotten Son of God is the difference be- 
tween an infinitely adequate atonement, with can- 
celed sins and eternal life offered to every man who 
will accept them, and a human race unredeemed 
and hopelessly exposed to God's righteous coming 
judgment. 

It was the Spirit-begotten Son of God of whom 
the hymn speaks: 


“There was no other good enough to pay the 


price of sin. 
He only could unbar the gate of heaven and 


let us in.” 
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Joseph’s son could not unbar that gate to let 
himself in. 


It is easy to understand Satan’s subtlety in so 
often opening his attack on the citadel of Christian 
faith at this point. With its surrender the whole 
revealed plan of salvation is gone, from Genesis, 
where Cain is rejected for lack of an atoning sac- 
rifice, to Revelation where we see the’ Lamb as it 
had been slain from the foundation of the world.” 
The verse which sets forth so tersely and clearly the 
terms of salvation: “If thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth Jesus as Lord (Jurios, Jehovah) and believe 
in thine heart that God raised Him from the dead 
thou shalt be saved” stipulates knowledge and ac- 
knowledgment of Christ’s deity (because conceived 
by the Holy Ghost) as a vital part of a saving faith 
and confession. 


“Tetelestai’—‘|t is tinished” or “Paid in full” 
—Christ’s last word from the cross—‘the price 
and cost of cancelling the sins of the whole world 
now paid in full by My death’’—could only be 
spoken by the God-man whose rank, value, dignity 
and deity outweighed the whole human race. 


Satan would minimize God's love for us and His 
infinite gift and would in effect have John Three- 
sixteen read: “For God so loved the world that he 
inspired a young Galilean peasant to set mankind 
a good example.” To disbelieve the Virgin-birth is 
to deny the deity; to disbelieve the deity is to reject 
the atonement; to reject the atonement is to re- 
fuse God’s offer of pardon and to remain under 
His just and eternal condemnation. 


Dr. W. T. Thompson, of the old Scotch Pres- 
byterian Church at Charleston, S. C., told of a 
preacher who had lapsed into Unitarianism, who 
was called to the deathbed of a poor prostitute. He 
brought forth for her comfort the best a Unitarian 
has—the Jesus whose pure life set us such a good 
example, whereupon the dying girl said ‘Minister, 
what good does His example do me? I am dying.” 
Of necessity the preacher then told of the Christ 
who died for sinners, the Son of God who was 
able to save to the utmost and who promised “him 
that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out.” 
God gave this girl saving faith, and the “soul of 
this believer was made perfect in holiness and im- 
mediately passed into glory.”’ And the preacher got 


back his Lord. 


“They have taken away the Lord . . . and we 
know not where they have laid him” moaned Mary 
Magdalene at the sepulchre. How many young 
ministerial students (1 know a recent one by name) 
as they leave the seminary share the sorrow she ex- 
pressed. “All graduated as a preacher and nothing 
worth while to preach about.” Young minister 
brother, if at your school they don’t know who 
Jesus Christ is and ask “What difference does it 
make,’ there are other senfinaries where they do. 
When you finish where you are will you still be able 
to lead your congregation in reciting and affirming 
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the Apostles Creed and retain your honor as a truth 
speaking man? If not change your school or your 
vocation and study some honest profession. 


Christian emphasis. Educational excellence. 
personal attention. Tests and guidance. College, Business 
Administration, Preparatory. Member Southern Association 
of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 

Apartments for married students. Veterans of Korea. 

Preparatory begins June 8, 1953. 
Collegiate Summer 1 begins June 15, 1953. 


PRESBYTERIAN "JUNIOR COLLEGE 
BOX 38-W MAXTON, NORTH CAROLINA 


WANTED NOW—Housemothers for Children’s 
Home. Need three or more immediately. Send 
statement of experience, other qualifications, 
and give personal references with inquiry to: 


SUPERINTENDENT 
PALMER ORPHANAGE — COLUMBUS, MISS. 


Church News 


The “Old First” In 
Augusta Registers 
A Protest 


To The Committee On Co-operation 
And Union - Presbyterian Church 
In The United States: 


Dear Brethren: 

The Session of First Presbyterian Church, Augus- 
ta, Ga., is opposed in principle to union with the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States of America. 


Nonetheless we are willing to indicate what seem 
to us additionally objectionable features in the docu- 
ment recently submitted to us by your committee 
for our consideration: 


1. As the Plan of Union contemplates the merg- 
ing of three sovereign denominations, justice would 
appear to call for equal representation on the Spe- 
cial Commission provided for on P. 13, on thé prin- 
ciple that governs state representation in the United 
States Senate, rather than in a way that recognizes 
the numerical superiority of the USA Church. 


2. The omission of our second ordination vow, 
requiring an office-bearer to report major changes in 
his doctrinal views to his court of jurisdiction, is to 
us a deplorable concession to northern opinion (see 


pages 134, 150, 159). 


3. The adoption of the northern practice of or- 


daining women to the eldership is a departure from 
the clear teaching of Scripture (I Timothy 2:12-3:7 
vs. Plan, page 178). 


4. The implicit acceptance of the northern prin- 
ciple regarding the ownership and control of con- 
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gregational property (see page 186) is a departure 
with most serious consequences from historic South- 
ern Presbyterian tradition. 


5. It is in our judgment to yield what may on 
occasion be an invaluable safeguard to propose for 
the future a process of constitutional amendment 
that requires but a two-thirds vote of presbyteries 
instead of our southern requirement of a three- 
fourths vote (see page 187). 


6. The establishment of the type of General 
Council described on pages 177-179 would make for 
such a tightened or centralized control as to con- 
stitute a considerable departure from Southern Pres- 
byterian administrative principle. 


Sincerely yours, 


Robert Strong, Moderator, 
W. E. Rainwater, Clerk. 


One Thousand Speakers For 
The Negro W ork Campaign 


Approximately one thousand Presbyterian Speak- 
ers have agreed to accept one or more special speak- 
ing engagements between now and May 17th in 
behalf of the Negro Work Campaign. Names on 
the Speakers’ Bureau include those of leading min- 
isters, laymen and lay women all across the church. 
Primary purpose is to give all churches and mem- 
bers a chance to hear an outstanding speaker present 
the challenge of this campaign which was unani- 
mously approved by last year’s General Assembly. 


In announcing the names of the available speakers 
Campaign Headquarters stressed the point that all 
groups desiring to have one of these speakers ad- 
dress their meetings should immediately contact one 
of the local chairmen for the campaign or write to 
the headquarters (36 Hunter St., SW, Atlanta, Ga. ). 
In conjunction with the establishment of the Speak- 
ers’ Bureau there also has been published a Speakers’ 
Manual giving resource material on Stillman College, 
the Division of Negro Work, and other matters re- 
lating to the campaign. Copies of this have been 
mailed to each minister and are available free to 
anyone from campaign headquarters in Atlanta. 


Foreign Missions Receipts For The 
Year Show A Half Million Increase 


I am happy to report that the receipts of the Board 
of World Missions for the Church year 1952-53 to- 
talled $2,081,170.74 as compared with the total $1,- 
579,182.29 for the Church year 1951-52 for an in- 
crease of $501,988.45. 


We are happy to report that the receipts were suf- 
ficient to enable us to close the year without a deficit. 


Sincerely, 
Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer. 
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P. C. Campaign For $150,000.00 


CLINTQN,~S. C.— Presbyterian College's cam- 
paign for funds for a new dormitory moved past the 
one-third mark today, with more than $55,000 re- 
ceived in contributions and pledges. 


The urgency of the need for more dormitory space 
was emphasized in this further report by President 
Brown. He said: 


“The college has received more applications for 
admission to the freshman class next September than 
ever before at this time of the year. It seems that 
we shall have a capacity enrollment, continuing a 
record which we have had for the past seven years.” 


The General Fund And 


Interchurch Agencies 


Comparative Statement Of Receipts 
Apr. 1, 1952 - Mar. 31, 1953 


The General Fund 


April 1, 1951-March 31, 1952................$371,607.62 
April 1, 1952-March 31, 1953................ 363,750,83 


Interchurch Agencies 
April 1, 1951-March 31, 1952................ $ 18,727.45 
April 1, 1952-March 31, 1953............... 15,304.77 


ing March 31, 1952 included the Equalization Fund. 
This amounted to $117,725.29 so that actually 
causes supported through the General Fund partici- 
pated in a distribution of only $253,882.33. It is true 
that the total amount in the Equalization Fund was 
distributed among the causes:in the General Fund 
but the same causes will participate to a considerable 
amount in the Equalization Fund this year. Actually, 
instead of a decrease in receipts for the seven causes 
in the General Fund, there has been an increase. 
—E. C. Scott, Treasurer.’ 


BOOKS 


*Methodical Bible Study” 
By Robert A. Traina. The Biblical Seminary, 235 
East Forty-Ninth Street, New York 17, N. Y. Price 


$3.95 postpaid. 


Any book that helps Christians to open the Scrip- 
tures should be welcomed. This is such a volume. 
It is a new kind of hermaneutical manual. It attempts 
to meet the needs of Bible students by analyzing the 
process of Biblical interpretation from the standpoint 
of enabling one to develop a methodical, step by 
step approach which may be employed in the study 
of any Scriptural passage. The volume throughout is 
concerned with the proper path to be taken in order 
to arrive at Scriptural truth. More specifically, it 
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involves the discovery of those steps necessary for 
achieving its goal and their arrangement in a logical 
and effective manner. 


The author recognizes the two main approaches 
to the Bible student in grasping the contents of the 
Scriptures. One is deduction which begins with 
generalizations and moves with their support to the 
particulars. The other is induction which he be- 
lieves is more objective and impartial for it demands 
that one first examine the particulars of the Scrip- 
tures and that one’s conclusions be based on those 
particulars. 


A_ splendid chapter elucidates some erroneous 
kinds of interpretation which find their way into the 
Church. One of these is the “fragmentary interpre- 
tation”. The fragmentary interpreter treats the Scrip- 
tures as if they are merely a collection of isolated 
verses and overlooks the contextual setting. On this 
point the writer affirms, “The fact is that Christian 
ministers are among the worst offenders in this con- 
nection. They frequently take a Scriptural expres- 
sion as a text and then completely disregard its set- 
ting in their ensuing use of it, and if Christian min- 
isters are guilty of such a practice, what can be ex- 
— of their parishoners who depend upon them 
or guidance and Biblical interpretation?” 


“Rationalistic interpretation” also comes in for 
criticism. The author remarks, “The rationalist at- 
tempts to expound the Scriptures in such a way as to 
attempt to make them understandable and acceptable 
to the reason. Lloyd Douglas's explanation of the 
feeding of the five thousand in “The Robe’ is an ex- 
ample of this type of approach . . . The inability to 
believe certain Biblical facts such as miracles often 
results in rationalistic interpretation . . . The ration- 
alist needs to be made aware that man’s reason is 
finite and that the Scriptures cannot therefore ever be 
emptied of their mystery. Man is more than reason 
and must approach the Scriptures with all that he 


On the more positive side the author pleads for 
the principle of consistency in the process of inter- 
pretation. He maintains that “the interpreter should 
be self-consistent in his exegesis and exegetical prac- 
tices. Further he should assume that an author is 
self-consistent in that which he writes.” 


This book should be stimulating to any interpreter 
of the Scriptures. It should inspire one to strive to 
be more analytical, discriminating, thorough, method- 
ical, and sincere. We commend the author for his 
work set forth in this volume and believe he will 
inspire Bible students and teachers to take the task 
of interpreting God's revelation more seriously and 
realize that upon this revelation hangs the eternal 
destiny of souls. —J.R.R. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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BOOKS WHICH WILL HELP YOU 
IN THE STUDY OF THE GOSPEL 
ACCORDING TO MARK 


The Gospel Of Mark 
By Charles R. Erdman 
$1.50 Postpaid 


Dr. Erdman says the purpose of these outline 
studies is to aid in fixing the thought upon 
the successive, swiftly changing scenes of the 
story, in order to arouse deeper devotion to 
the Master and to inspire wider 
service in His Name. 


The Gospel According To Mark 
By G. Campbell Morgan 


(350 Pages) 
$3.50 Postpaid 


Consisting of thirty of this inimitable author’s 
sermons, preached consecutively to his con- 
gregation in Westminster Chapel, London. 
The reader will be able to swiftly, but with 
keen and alert interest, move with Jesus of 
Nazareth through the wonderful crowded 
years of His more public ministry. 


The Biblical Illustrator 
On Mark 
Edited By Joseph S. Extell 
$4.95 Postpaid 


One of the 57 volumes in this great library of 
Bible Commentaries. There are 741 pages 
containing a wealth of informing and illumi- 
nating comments on Mark’s Gospel gathered 
from the world’s most famous Bible scholars. 


Letters To Young Churches 
By J. B. Phillips 


$2.75 Postpaid 


An attractive translation of the New Testa- 
ment Epistles in modern speech, in a homey, 
down-to-earth style. The Introduction is by 
C. S. Lewis, the Author of 
“Screwtape Letters.” 


These Books Can Be Had Promptly 
By Ordering From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
WEAVERVILLE NORTH CAROLINA 
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God's Grace 


(Some thoughts from Ephesians, Chapters 1 and 2) 


See the Greatness of His Grace! 
Unlimited by time or space; 

It rescues men from death and hell, 
To place them where the angels dwell. 


See the Beauty of His Grace! 

It shineth from His Heart and Face, 
Revealing through the skies above 
The glory of redeeming love. 


See the Riches of His Grace! 

It is in vain we try to trace 

The story which can ne'er be told; 
A priceless vein of purest gold. 


Oh, the Wonder of His Grace! 

Other wonders to now displace; 

His Cradle, Cross, resplendent Crown, 
Exalted Name, and world Renown. 


Behold God's Grace, Precious Grace! 
That gives to me a Home, a place, 
Where throughout all eternity, 


I can proclaim His love to me. 
). 


FOR ONLY $5.00! 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES 
By Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 


(Regular Price $3.75) 


. best known .. . best loved .. . most used 
Commentary on the Sunday School Lesson 
and your choice of two of 
the following books by 


DR. WM. C. ROBINSON 


Title Reg. Price 
Christ - The Hope Of Glory ................ $3.00 
$3.00 
whee Say Ye That I Am? $2.50 
Christ - The Bread Of Life .................. $2.50 
Now available at these remarkably low prices by special 
arrangement with the publisher of Dr. inson’s books. 


Order Today From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. — Postpaid 


Take Your Choice ... For Only $5.00 
The Reformed Doctrine Of Predestination 


By Loraine Boettner 
(Regular Price $4.50) 
And Any TWO Of The Following Books 
By Dr. Wm. C. Robinson 


Christ - The Bread Of Life .............. ($2.50) 

Christ - The Hope Of Glory ($3.00) 

Our Lord . ($3.00) 

Who Say Ye That I Am? ($2.50) 
Order From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carelina 


CALVIN CAN BE YOURS 


FREE! 


Yes, the great 45-volume set of John Cal- 
vin's incomparable commentagies on the 
Holy Scriptures can be yours “absolutely 
FREE of any cost to you. 


Here’s Our Offer: 
YOU OBTAIN 100 SUBSCRIPTIONS TO 


The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal 


and send to us correct names, addresses 
and remittances collected from sub 
scribers at $2.50 each. We give you the 
complete, fine-edition set of Calvin Com- 
mentaries currently retailing for $150.00. 


But here’s the BIG part of this offerl You 
don't have to wait until you have the 100 
subscriptions to begin receiving your 
books. For every three subscriptions you 
send in, we'll send you one volume of the 
commentaries. By the time you have sold 
99 JOURNAL subscriptions, you'll have 33 
volumes of these up-to-date commentaries. 
Your 100th subscription will then bring 
you the rest of the books! 


Ideal as a gift for your pastor! Get every 
department working on this and surprise 
him with a set. It's the most sought-after 
commentary in the world among Presby- 
terian preachers. 


Ideal as a gift for your church library! 
Ideal as a gift for a seminary student! 
Ideal as a gift! That's why we want to 
give it to you. 
The Southern Presbyterian 


Journal 
WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 
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SELF-PRESERV ATION! 


We have been asked by two different people why the names 
of those U.S.A. pastors we have quoted in recent advertise- 
ments have been withheld. One writer indignantly states that 
we have been using “anonymous” letters. : 


These letters have a// been signed and their authenticity de- 
termined. 


The writers have requested that we withhold their names for 
the good reason that they fear ecclesiastical pressure otherwise. 


The practice of withholding names---when requested—is one 
used constantly by reputable magazines and organizations and 
we shall continue to protect those who wish to write us, when 
they so request. 


Incidentally, this fear of the disapproval of an ecclesiastical 


machine is so revealing that nothing further needs to be added. 


Have you seen “The Reason Why?” Send for a free 


sample copy — or 100 copies for $4.00. 


THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
PRESERVATION AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


H. B. Dendy, Secy. — Weaverville, N. C. 
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